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Virgil Dare Watson, called Johnny by his friends, was the first human being born on Venus. 
He was named after Virginia Dare, the first pioneer child born in North America, and for a long time 

he was the only child on all Venus. And that would have been a lonely thing to be if it had not been 
for Baba. Baba, the bear, was not only Johnny’s pet, but his best friend, too, and the only one 

who knew about his three secrets. 

Because of these secrets, Johnny got himself, his jewel bear, Baba, 
and the whole colony of New Plymouth into desperate trouble. 

And because of these secrets, he also became a hero worthy of a statue—Venus’ greatest hero.
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